Norfolk Navigators
2019 Summer Handbook
Norfolk Early Learning Center
Love. Learn. Grow.

Welcome!
Norfolk Early Learning Center, LLC is proud to offer a full-time Summer Camp opportunity right here in the
heart of town. We believe that summer fun is the stuff childhoods are made of!
Here at NELC we plan to make your child’s summer a memorable one, and that means playing outside and
getting out into the community, to see the many splendors Norfolk and the surrounding towns have to offer!
Our days will be jam-packed with activities and learning opportunities, picnics, games, arts & crafts as well as
civic engagement and nurturing friendships.
Thank you for choosing Norfolk Early Learning Center. Here’s to summer!

Enrollment Procedure
Summer enrollment for Norfolk Navigators entails a separate registration packet, which you will find enclosed
in this packet. Please keep this handbook & schedule for your records. Your child’s paperwork will be kept on
file and referred to as needed throughout the summer.
Upon enrollment, parents may select which weeks they would like their children to attend. If your child is full
time, check all weeks. If you are enrolling in Norfolk Navigators strictly for the camp experience, please
indicate the weeks of your choice so that we can plan accordingly!

Tuition & Fees
Full Time (4 or 5 Days)

$165.00 per week

School Age Daily Rate

$35.00 per day

Drop in (pending availability)

Daily Rate plus $10 per day

Field Trip Fee

$10 per trip (will be added to bill that
week)

* There is a $25 registration fee for Norfolk Navigators
Please be aware that tuition is due on Mondays for the current week and bi-weekly invoices will be provided.
We accept payment in the form of cash or check. Receipts will be issued for all cash payments and placed in
your child’s mailbox. Your payment can be deposited in the lock box, located in our front entrance. Please be
aware that there will be a $30 insufficient funds fee for any returned checks. Late fees will be applied to
overdue accounts. Added field trip fees will go towards the cost of bus rentals and associated costs.

What to Pack
Please be sure your child has the following items available in their backpack each day:
•

Sunscreen (Be sure to fill out the non-prescription consent form, located within the enrollment form)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A change of clothes (just in case)
Sweatshirt
Water Bottle
Breakfast (if necessary) & Lunch, one that is suitable for bringing out and about!
Bathing Suit & Towel
Bug Spray
Book

Parent Communication
Staff members will be available each morning to greet your child and to receive parents at the end of the day!
We will have a display available for parents each night, outlining the day’s events!
Since much of our day will be spent exploring our surroundings, we appreciate your teamwork in helping us to
teach your child basic safety rules at home. It is crucial that all children stay with the group, recognize that their
teacher is in charge, and know that kindness prevails, here at NELC.
We know that good parent-teacher relations are crucial to the success of any childcare program and will do
everything possible to ensure that parents are confident leaving their children in our care. If you have any
questions or concerns regarding the program, we encourage you to contact us!

Things to Remember
Norfolk Early Learning Center opens at 6:30am and closes promptly at 5:30pm. We encourage parents of our
Norfolk Navigators to drop off and pick up at their convenience! Please be aware however, of our daily
schedule (attached) and plan your drop off/pick up times accordingly.
Please note that we will make the short trip to Tobey Pond on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Weather
permitting). We will leave NELC shortly before 10am and return to the Center at 1:00pm to resume regular
daily activities!
We welcome families to visit our website at www.norfolkearlylearningcenter.com for more information
about our program, philosophy and handbook. And remember, when Summer is over, we are here to serve
your before and after school, school vacation, snow day and early dismissal needs!

Bookworms
This summer, we are proud to support literacy on a daily basis. Please send your child with a book every day.
Campers will be keeping track of all the books they read this summer and setting a group reading goal to
complete by the end of August. Each day after lunch, students will have time set aside for quiet reading, indoors
and out.

Summer Themes & Activities
Summer planning is in full swing. Bring on the sunshine! Enrollment for day camp will be first come,
first serve and involve a regular “no school” schedule of activities. Please note that in an effort to
distribute summer paperwork in a timely manner, more information on field trips will become
available as they are scheduled! The last day of school at Botelle is Wednesday, June 12th. Camp begins
the very next week!
Week 1: Classic Camp
June 17th-21st 2019
Picture it…the smell of bug spray and sunscreen, the sound of children splashing in the lake, the careful
braiding of friendship bracelets. Let’s kick off summer in the classic summer camp style! On Monday we
will celebrate the first week of Navigators Camp with a good old-fashioned cook out! Burgers, dogs and
all the fixings. We will embark on some nature walks, design model boats and race them, sing some
classic camp songs and so much more! We hope to explore our inner Robin Hoods and Katniss Everdeens
this week by learning archery and visiting a local camp! More details soon.
Week 2: Myths & Legends
June 24th-June 28th
Mermaids, Unicorns and Bigfoot, oh my! From dabbling in some Greek mythology to reading up on the
Loch Ness Monster, this week is sure to be a crowd pleaser. Campers will embark deep into Great
Mountain Forest to create fairy houses and follow gnome trails through the woods. We will fashion
mermaid tails in the sand at Tobey Pond, make plaster casts of animal prints and create stories of our
own! As a special treat, researchers from Berkshire Mountain Sasquatch will visit NELC with thermal
imaging cameras and foot casts in tow!
Week 3: All American Summer
July 1st-July 5th (NELC will be CLOSED 7/4 & 7/5)
Join us for a short but fun-filled week at NELC, where we celebrate the upcoming holiday! Campers can
look forward to a variety of patriotic activities including our annual Dennis Hill picnic, splashing around
in Tobey Pond and visiting Lone Oak Campground for a good old-fashioned pool party. It’s a party in the
USA for sure!
Week 4: Sensational Science
July 8th-12th
Watch out for slime! If it’s one thing kids these days can agree on, it’s their love of that sticky, gooey,
colorful concoction. This week, campers will get to try out all the recipes and experiment with other
wonders of science, from magnets and light to examining owl pellets for tiny bones. A NELC first, we will
be embarking on a bus trip to the Southwick Zoo to further our learning on animals near and far!

Week 5: The Wide World of Sports
July 15th-19th
They shoot, they score! This week will really get the crowd cheering. This week we’ll be hitting the field,
shooting hoops and perfecting our tennis swing. Navigators will hit the driving range, live it up at R&B’s
Sports World and visit Lime Rock Park for the IMSA Northeast Grand Prix!
Week 6: Chopped!
July 22nd-26th
Based on the popular Food Network show Chopped, this week is all about our budding chefs! During
cooking week, campers will come up with recipes of their own in our annual “Chopped Challenge” and
engage in a bake off as well! Other activities include making garden salsa, rock candy and having a
Berkshire Country Store pizza party.
Week 7: The Mystery of History
July 29th-August 2nd
In years past, Navigators have really enjoyed learning about the things that have taken place in our little
part of the world. This week, we will be learning about everything from the great flood in Winsted, to the
happenings in our very own town. Campers will get the chance to visit Beckley Furnace, the Winsted
Historical Society, Norfolk Historical Society and even check out the American Museum of Tort Law!
Week 8: Masterpieces in the Making
August 5th-9th
Time to break out the smocks, get messy and engage in a world of hands on creativity! This week,
campers will use a variety of mediums to create their own masterpieces. From sculpting with clay, to
mandala painting and pop art, Navigators will discover new ways to express themselves through art. “The
Arts Desire” will visit NELC and lead us through a group painting activity and we will visit The Great
American Mural Project and take a hike through the woods to see some unique sculptures!
Week 9: Unplugged
August 12th-16th
In an age of smartphones and tablets, sometimes we all just need to unplug and get out into the woods!
What better way to do this than to explore in our own backyard? This week we will whip up some trail
mix, visit the community garden at Botelle School, walk to the library and conquer mighty Haystack
Mountain. The fan favorite of last summer, was setting up camp in Barbour Woods for the whole day-in
the pouring rain! Campers loved “surviving” among the trees and can’t wait to do it again this year!
Week 10: Summer Splish Splash
August 19th-23rd
Our final week of Norfolk Navigators will focus on reflection and saying , “so long" to summer. What
better way to bid the Summer of 2019 farewell than spending the week in the water? Exploring streams,
making our own waterways, tossing water balloons and capping it all off with our annual trip to a water
park (details to come). This week is designed to end our time together while enjoying a wet n’ wild splish
splashy good time!
*NELC will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, August 26th & 27th!

Norfolk Navigators Daily Schedule
8am Flagpole gathering.
• Hang NELC Flag and sing a camp song/play game
• Lay out events for the day
9am Prepare for Outing
• Sunscreen, Bug Spray and fill water bottles.
• Mondays & Fridays: Botelle playground, field play, tennis courts, hiking trail, tend community
garden, Barbour Woods, Train, Boardwalk *Include in Curriculum Map to be submitted weekly
• Tuesdays & Thursdays: Sunscreen, gather belongings for Tobey Pond
• Wednesdays: Sunscreen, prepare for Field Trip
9:30-9:45 Depart NELC
10-12 Return to NELC on Mondays & Fridays for Lunch
12:45 Reading challenge
1:45

NELC Playground

2:45

Check-in/Regroup

3:00

Group Arts & Crafts Project

3:30

Afternoon Snack/

4:15

Group Organized Game/Activity

4:45

NELC Playground, Take down Flag

Please note, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Wednesdays,
Navigators are off-site from
9:45-1:30pm,
weather/circumstance
permitting.
Daily Schedule resumes @
2:45

Thanks for spending your summer with us!

